
PLANNING & RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE

Report of:         Head of Legal and Committee Services

Date:                 

SUMMARY OF MEMBERS’ DUTIES  

1. Role purpose 

This is a regulatory Committee, and Members make decisions on planning 
applications, and on reports in relation to modification or revocation of rights 
of way. These decisions follow consideration of the Report of the Director of 
Development, and representations made to Committee by external 
organisations, members of the public, local Members and debate in 
Committee.

In consideration of their power of decision making Members must take into 
account all relevant statutory principles as set out in legislation. Members are 
also required by law to make decisions in accordance with the Local 
Development Plan (adopted 28 February 2013) unless there are material 
considerations that outweigh a decision being made in accordance with the 
Plan. Some examples of material considerations are:

(i) Welsh Government policies & guidance eg Planning Policy 
Wales,Technical Advice Notes

(ii) Supplementary planning guidance 
(iii) Living conditions
(iv)Highway safety
(v) The planning history of the site

(Members may wish to refer to Appendix 1 of the Code of Practice for 
Councillors and Officers for Consideration of Planning Applications and 
Appeals for a more complete guide).

Matters that are not material considerations must not be taken into account in 
coming to a decision. Examples of non-material considerations include issues 
such as commercial competition, a loss of an individual’s view, or the negative 
effect on the value of a property. Officers will be able to clarify whether or not 
a matter is a material consideration, and if so can advise on the weight to be 
attached to it in coming to a decision.

2. Participating in meetings and making Decisions

Members are required to make informed and balanced decisions, within the 
terms of reference of the Committee, which accord with legal and policy 



requirements. The rules of procedure are set out in the Constitution, and 
further supplemented and explained in the Code of Practice.

When attending Committee Members must undertake their considerations in a 
thorough and objective manner, this includes acting impartially when receiving 
and responding to professional advice in the conduct of meetings. It is 
important that Members are seen to be acting in the public interest through 
the application of the rules and following due process in their decision- 
making. This also applies to Members conduct in Committee where the 
Constitution and the Code of Practice set out what is expected in relation to 
good practice and the promotion of good governance.

RECOMMENDATION:

To note the report.


